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ed at Tyburn near London, on Monday the 111i 
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rning from Tranſportation. - 
_ Publiſ#/d by the; MixIs TER who attended him while under Sen. _ © 
ſtence of Death, and at the Place of Execution, © ' \ 
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One, to his Father; the Other, to his Wife,” 
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THE 


TRIAL of Wm. PakrsoONS, 


| Who was executed on the 11th of February, 1750-I. 


* 


* . .. ˙ SEEE WEATAT ES ES EGF 


E was indicted for that he at the Aſſizes held at 
2 E- 44 >" ably on Monday the 6th of March, in the 

d Ycar of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, before 
=_ RE Sir Thomas Abney, Knt. Sir Thomas Denniſon, Knt. 
and others, Gc. was by a certain Jury tried upon 
an Indictment, for that he upon the 1oth- of 
June, in the 21ſt Year of his preſent Majeſty's 
Reign, did falſely make, forge and counterfeit a certain Pro- 
miller Note, for the Sum of 23 J. 15s. with Intent to defraud 
one Mary Collins, Widow; and alſo for publiſhing the ſame with 
the ſame Intent; and was thereupon convicted to be hanged by 
the Neck till he wes dead ; and he being recommended to our 
{aid Lord the King, as a fit Object of Mercy, he was pardoned, 
upon Condition of Tranſportation for the Term of his Natural 
Life; and that afterwards at the Goal-Delivery at Maidafon, on 
Monday the 24th of Fuly, in the 23d Year, Cr. our ſaid Lord 
the King did ſignify his Pleaſure, that he ſhould be tranſported 
for the Term of his Natural Life, to ſome one of his Ma 2 
5 S 7 n- 


A 2 


263 


Plantations, C. purſuant to the Statute, &. and that he did 


pray the Benefit of the King, Sc. and it was allowed him; and 


the Indictment now ſets forth, that upon September the al; in 

the 24th Year of his Majeſty's Reign, he was ſeen at large within 

this Realm, to wit, in the Pariſh of Hounſlow, . 

(Mr. Ford's Clerk produced the Copy of his Canvittion, mich 

, was read in Couri. | 

William Knight. It was my Hand the Priſoner forged, and I 
was preſent on his Trial at the Rocheſter Aſlzes ; het 15 the ſame 

Perſon. 

-"@ roſ5-examined. 

Did ou know him before that Time? 

rig bt. remembered then I had ſeen him before, but I had 

no great Knowledge of him. 

EG mew wake Fuller. On the Beginning of laſt September I vs in 

with Mr. Be/ going a Journey. On the Road (it 

Sn on this Side Turnham-Green) we overtook the Priſoner ; as 


won as I ſaw his Face I knew him to be the Perſon convicted at 


Rothefter, and who was tranſported for that Offence. He ho- 
vered round the Chaiſe, ſometimes before and ſometimes be- 
hind it in a very extraordinary Manner ; he attended the Chaiſe 
to Hounſlow, and about the Middle of the Town we got out of 
the Chaiſe, and. demanded the Priſoner to ſurrender himſelf, 
which he did without making any Reſiſtance at all, and de- 
clared he had no Intention at that Time to do any Perſon an 
Injury: He was taken before a Juſtice of the Peace and com- 


mitted to the County Goal, for returning from Tranſportation. | 


C roſs-examined. 
©. Where did the Priſoner and you meet together ? 
Fuller. It was about five or fix Miles from Hounſlow, I tink 
i was a little on this Side Turnham-Creen. | 
2: Did he offer to moleſt you in any Shape whatſoever? _ 
iler. No, Sir, he did not; he made no Attack nor any 
thing like it, | 


| . 
2. Did he make any Reſiſtance, when you demanded him 
to ſurrender? _ ai gots og nanny [os 
Fuller. No, none at all, but in a ſupplicating Manner, de- 
fired we would not take any Notice to any Perſon we ſaw him 
in England. 517 poop crareon one tr Foes 
-"% 2, Did he declare what was his Intention in being there? 
Fuller. He ſaid his Intention in coming over was to get Aſ- 
ſiſtance from his Friends, after which he'd return and abide there 
for ever, purſuant to the Sentence paſſed upon him. | 
Priſoner. The Offence I am charged with is a capital one, and 
I humbly implore your Lordſhip would in regard to the Family 
to which I belong, who never had a Blot in their Eſcutcheon, 
that your Lordſhip would report me favourable. The Remain- 
der of my Days ſhall be ſpent in making myſelf deſerving of 
ſach Mercy, and ſhall for ever pray for my generous Benefac- 
tors. [ Being told his Majeſiy was a merciful Prince, but to Fer- 
ſons guilty of ſuch an Offence as his, Mercy was very ſeldom ex- 
tended. ] He ſaid, I ſhould be glad to receive his Majeſty's Mer- 
cy ; and was ſorry he had given Occaſion for his Diſpleaſure a 
ſecond Time. ; | . . 


BY i e e e i e 


derte t & & tr et SHONGOE AD EAASCAEE A Se 

The LIFE of the aforeſaid WILLIAM PARSONS, 

as publiſy'd by the Mix IST ER who attended him under Sentence 
of Death, and at the Place of Execution. 

| \ Y called by, was the Son of a very worthy Gentleman 

| now living, Sir William Farjons, Bart. he was born in 

the Year 1717, in Red-Lion-Square, London; from whence he 


was ſent after a proper T, to receive his firſt Educa- 
. e EG 


ILIIAM ParsoNns, which was the true Name of this | 
_ unhappy Youth, not Richard, as he has been lately 


(CF. 
tion, to a Place called Pepperbarrow, near Codalmin, in Surry, 
where he remained for about two Years and an Half, till he was 
fit for an higher Claſs, and was then removed to Eton College, 
near Windſor, where he continued about eight Years. Con- 
cerning his Improvements there we have no Authority to ſpeak, 
he had not fo much the Appearance of a Gentleman of Letters, |} 
as he had of the polite, fine Gentleman, which latter every one 
that ſaw him ſeemed to be taken with. - | OTIS: 
When he came from Eton School in the Year 1735, his | 
Friends procured a Poſt for him in the 3 Navy, which was | 
that of a Midſhipman, on Board his Majeſty's Sloop the Drake, 
Capt. Fox, with whom he went to the Weft-Indies ; his Stay 
there was not long, but when he returned his Friends were not 
_ willing he ſhould be idle, and therefore immediately got him 
= another Birth, on Board the Romney Man of War, Capt. Medley, 
5 on the Newfoundland Station, with whom he continued ſeveral 
Months, and then returned to England. 8 1 
Sometime after this he went into the Royal African Companys 
Service, to James Fort, in the River Gambia in Africa, where 
he continued ſome Time, and then returned again to England. 
Being now tired of rambling, and near 23 Years of Age, he 
began to think it Time to ſettle, and accordingly paid his Ad- 
dreſſes to a young Gentlewoman of Family and Fortune, to 
whom he was married on the r1th of February, 1740; which, 
according to his own Account of the Matter, was juſt ten Years 
before he made his unfortunate Exit at burn. He acknow- 
ledged with a good deal of Sorrow and Repentance, that he did 
not uſe his Wife ſo kindly as ſhe deſerved, and prays God: to 
forgive him. 5 „„ 90 
Soon after he was married, he enter'd into the Army, and 
bad the Honour of his Majeſty's Commiſhon as Enſign in the 
Regiment of Foot, commanded by Colonel Cholmondely, which 
Commiſſion bore Date January 1741. He continued in the 
Army in that Station for above three Years, and he ſays, that 
his Behaviour was ſuch, as that in March, 1744, he was 8 
PE; | T: | | mot 
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moted to the Rank of a Lieutenant. He might have lived very 

well, had it not been for that Itch of Gaming, which generally 
| left him Pennyleſs ; tho' ſometimes he got Money, he could 
not be content and make good Uſe of it, but fill continued to 


nd here it may not be improper to take ſome Notice of 
that abominable, tho' faſhionable Vice, of high Gaming, to 
which too many of our Nobility and Gentry are ſo exceſſively 


play till he could get no more Money, 


and ſcandalouſly addicted, to the utter Ruin of many of both 


Sexes, both as to this World, and, it 1s to be feared, the next 
World too. This was the fatal Spring from whence the unhappy 


Mr. Parſons drew all his Misfortunes ; this was the grand Source 


of all his Crimes, and the firſt Cauſe of his miſerable and un- 
timely End. What a ſhocking Thought it is, that a young 
Gentleman of his Birth, Education, and perſonal Accompliſh- 


ments, ſhould be thus unhappily, tho' moſt deſervedly, cut off 


in the Flower of his Days? He who might have been an Ho- 
nour to his Family, and the Delight of all his Acquaintance ! 


And all through his unfortunate Inclination for Gaming; a Vice 
FF which has perhaps brought more young Men of gay Diſpoſitions, 


and ſlender Fortunes, to the Gallows, than any other of thoſe 

1 People take to 
kill Time, that can be mention'd. This polite Diverſion, or 
rather this wicked and fooliſh Practice of gaming High, fo as 
to hurt one's own, or another Man's Fortune, embarraſſes one's 
Circumſtances, or deſtroy one's Peace of Mind; this is a Vice 
of ſuch a peculiar Nature, that it ſeems to deprave and corrupt 
the Heart more than any other. It is a Kind of declaring War 


WM 2gainft all Mankind: The Gameſter looks upon every Man that 


Plays with him, as his Enemy, over whom he makes it his Bu- 
ſineſs to take every Advantage; and if he ruins him, and leaves 
him without a Shilling in the World, this is look'd upon as no- 


thing. The Gameſter has no Bowels of Compathon ; his Heart. 


feels no Tenderneſs for any Man ; Friends or Foes are all alike 
to him, he builds his Succeſs upon _ Misfortunes ; his Ava- 
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rice or Extravagancies muſt. be ſupplied ; and to theſe every 


Thing, every tender or friendly Connection, every ſocial Tie, 


every virtuous and honourable Sentiment, muſt be ſacrificed. 


——Of the Truth of this Obſervation, the Life of Mr. Parſons 


has been but one continued Evidence. As no Man was ever 
more fitly qualified by Nature to impoſe upon, deceive, and 
abuſe Mankind, than he was; fo perhaps, among the numerous 


Tribe of gaming Miſcreants that he has left behind him, (till 
ball come) none ever ſhewed more Inſtances of 


their Hour too 
of a Heart ſteel'd and harden'd againſt the Checks of Conſcience 


and common Humanity than this young Man. For what but 
the blackeſt Ingratitude could be capable of uſing poor Mr. t. 
in the baſe Manner that he did? His. Behaviour towards this 
Gentleman deſerves particular Notice here, among many other 
Inſtances which might be mentioned; but this Pamphlet will 


not afford Room for all. The Story of Mr. . — then in 


few Words, is this: Ev » 
During the late Rebellion, Parſons, who was a Lientenant in 
one of his Majeſty's Regiments of Foot, having involved him- 


ſelf, by his Extravagancies, in great Streights, and his uſual 


Reſource, the Gaming-Table, failing him, he applied himſelf, 
to Mr. K. F——, a Half-pay Officer: After acquainting this 
Gentleman with the bad State of his Circumſtances, he added, 
that he knew no other Remedy than to go down into the Coun- 
try, and join himſelf with the Rebels. His Friend, like an 
honeſt and prudent Man, adviſed him by all Means not to em- 
bark in ſuch a deſperate Scheme; and in ſhort, kindly and ge- 


nerouſſy lent him forty Guineas (as our Information ſays) as a 


preſent Supply.——Soon after this, he went again to this ſame 
Gentleman, and acquainted him that ſome urgent Buſineſs, 
which he particularly mention'd (but whether real or pretended 


is uncertain) abſolutely required his going down into the Coun- | 


try. Whereupon this good-natur'd Friend freely proffer d him 
the Uſe of his Horſe, to ſave Parſons the Expence of hiring one. 
Accordingly, this ungrateful Wretch received the Horſe, and 


directly went to Smithfield and ſold him. Having 


Having committed this baſe and ungenerous AQtion, how 
could he ever think of again looking his Friend in the Face? 
Not that he wanted Aſſurance enough, but it was not ſafe. —He 


could not expect that this Uſage would be tamely put up with ; 


how then to avoid the Conſequences was the Queſtion, which 
this moſt ungrateful Man at laſt determined thus. To be be- 


forehand with the juſt Reſentment of Mr. $f. F——, and to put ; 
it out of that Gentleman's Power to call him to an Account, he 


had Recourſe to the meaneſt, as well as the wickedeſt Expe- 
dient, that any Man, except a Gameſter, or Sharper (which 


certainly is the loweſt and vileſt Claſs of Thieves in the World, 


let their Appearance or Rank be what it will) could have thought 
of. In ſhort, he gave in a falſe Information againſt his Friend 
and Benefaftor, accuſing him of a Deſign of going to join the 
Rebels; upon which poor Mr. K. F—— was taken into Cuſto- 
dy, and was a Priſoner for many Months; nor did he at laft 


regain his Liberty without the Loſs of his Half-pay, which, on | 


this Occaſion, was taken from him. 


= Parſons himſelf too was taken into 
but on what Account we have not been able to procure an exact 
Information, tho tis generally believ'd, it was a Contrivance 
pf his to ſcreen himſelf from Arreſt by his Creditors. — 


He was a long Time in Confinement at the Houſe of a Meſ- 


ſenger, at the Corner of St. Martin's Church Tara, in St. Man- 
tin's-Lane, where he was treated with great In e, and 
liv'd in perfect Eaſe and Security from bis Creditars, one of 
whom, Mr. Lb, a noted Taylor, he t0ok' in, as the Phraſe is, 
in the following extraordinary Mannen. 

Sometime before his nement at the Meſſenger's, Mr. 


* 


Parſons being in Company with a certain Offer, um had on 


Ja new Suit of Cloaths, made in, an elegant Taſte; Funpns, who 


W underſtood Dres as well as any Man, and ums uſually himſelf 


as well dreſs d as any Perſon of his own, or greater Rank, took 
Occaſion to aſk the Officer who his Taylor was? abſerving that 
his Cloaths were lo exceeding well! magh,: that he ſhould bn e 
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employ the ſame Perſon himſelf. The Officer hereupon told 
him that L—+ was the Perſon who made thoſe Cloaths ; 
-adding, that he was a very honeſt Man, and would uſe him 
well. A So | IRIS 
;  Hereupon Parſons takes the firſt Opportunity to go to Mr. 
I-, telling him he was recommended to him by ſuch a Gen- 
tleman (naming the Officer, whoſe Cloaths he had ſo much 
admired.) He added, that his Name was Brown, that he was 
at preſent an Officer in ſuch a Regiment, but that a Commil- 
ſion was then, at that very Time, making out for him, by 
which he was to be made a Captain in the Guards; that he 
ſhould, on Occaſion of this Promotion, want fome new Cloaths, 
and that Mr. L-+5 muſt uſe him well, as he was one that al- 


welcome to any Tradeſman, arid accordingly Mr. Lui m 


up, for this pretended Captain Brown, Cloaths to a very con- 


Money immediately, and ſo put him off for the preſent. Mr. 


ſuch a Perſon as Mr. Brown (whoſe Name Parſons knety, and 


. ſons was the Man, the very Mr. Brown whom he was enquiring 
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ways paid ready Money. | 2 a e le. 
A — with theſe Profeſſions could not fail of bn 
de 


ſiderable Value; and when he ſent them Home according to the 
Directions given him, and came himſelf with a Bill; the pre- 
tended Captain had an Excuſe ready fer not paying him the 


L, however, now began to entertain ſome Suſpicion of his 
Cuſtomer ; and therefore went to the Office to enquire about 
this Mr. Brown, and whether there was any Truth in the Story 
of the Commiſſion. Accordingly he found that there really was 


made uſe of) and that he actually had, or was certainly to have, 
a Captain's Commiſſion in the Guards; this ſatisfied Mr. L—} 
for the preſent, as he made no Manner of doubt but that Par- 


after. But it was not long e er, upon further Application for 
his Money, Mr. L—+ was undeceived, and it is no Wonder that 
he was moſt highly provoked at ſuch a Fraud; accordingly he 
determined to take what Satisfaction the Law would afford in 
ſuch a Caſe, but unluckily Mr. L—+, laying his Action -- the 
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Name of Brown, he was non-ſuited, and Parſons, getting into 
the Meſſenger's Houſe, now ſet him at Defiance. - | 
It is no Wonder that a Man capable of a Cheat of this Nature, 
ſhould alſo be capable of the Forgery, for which he was tried 


ard condemned at Rochefer. But the Injury he did to Mr. I, 


is attended with leſs aggravating Circumſtances than the Fraud 
he put upon a Widow, whoſe Buſineſs was that of a Hatter. 
Some Time before he loſt his Lieutenant's Commiſſion, he ap- 
plied to this Woman, pretending that he had Orders to buy 


Hats for his Regiment, then in Flanders, and that if ſhe would © 


uſe him well, he would give her the Preference, and lay out 
the Money with her. Accordingly he contracted with her for 


Hats, to the Amount of about ſeventy Pounds; but inſtead o? | 
paying her for them, he went to another Perſon in the ſame 


Trade, to whom he pretended that he had bought ſuch a Quan- 


tity of Hats, of ſuch a Sort, but that he found they would not 


do for the Regiment, and that therefore he was willing to ſell 
them again to ſome Loſs, rather than let them lie upon his 
Hands; and in ſhort, though he did not meet with Sacceſs at 


firſt, in his e to diſpoſe of theſe Hats, he at laſt found 
2 Perſon who bought 
Not find that the poor Widow ever got a Farthing from him. 


t them of him for fifty Pounds; but we do 


The ſcandalous Manner in which Mr. Parſons uſed Mr.D——7, 
a Gentleman of conſiderable Fortune in [reland, and another 


Gentleman of the ſame Name and Family, (by Profeſſion a 


Surgeon) by cauſing them both to be taken into Cuſtody, by 
Warrants from the Secretary of State, upon his own falſe Infor- 


mat ion, is too notorious to need any further Mention. 


; An Artifice of his, which is a very true Story, was w n the 
Diſturbance was in the North, in the Lear 1745, he counter feited a 
Draught on one of the Collectors of Exciſe for 500. as from his 


R— H—. The Collector was ſurprized at ſo large a Demand, 
not having near ſo large a Sum in his Cuſtody; However, he 


got 50 J. from the Gentleman, with which Parſons marched off 


the Ground. Diverſe other 1 has he put upon People, 
107 5 | 2 0 . 
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which would take up toq much Room to be inſerted in this 
Pamphlet. The above are ſuſficient to ſne ) what Sort of a 
Man he was, and what an ungrateful Return he has made for 

all the Advantages of Family, Education, and Fortune. 


The Fact for which he was convicted at Kochefer, was the 
uttering of a Counterfeit Note of 200. which Forgery, and Ut- 
tering, he was fo ingenious as to own under his own Hand- 


Writing, the Sunday before Execution; beſides, three other In- 
di&ments then againſt him were found at that Time; and a great 


deal of Time and Pains it coſt his unhappy Father, and other 


Friends, to get him reſpited then for Tranſportation for Life. 
In Auguft laſt was a Twelvemonth he went on Board a Ship, ia 
order for Tranſportation, and after a tedious Paſſage, and long. 

Time, he arrived in a Country, which not being ſaited to the 


Gaiety of his Temper, where there is no Gaming, Balls, Maſ- 
 querades, &. be could not think of ſtaying in the Country 
long, tho'every thing was ſo ordered by Sir William, and his 


Friends, that he might have lived handſomely enough, and 
more ſo than he deſerved. He arrived in Virginia about the 


Middle of Winter, and returned here about M:4/ummer following. 


As ſoon as he landed at Whuchavzn, in his Return from Tranſ- 


portation, to impoſe upon a Perſon there, he produced Letters 
to ſhew his Father's Death, and ſaid, that thereby a conſiderable 
Fortune muſt come to him. He ſucceeded ſo well, as to get 


60 or 701. upon a Draught he made upon a Banker in London, 


and left the Lender to recover his Money as he could. 
In the Beginning of September following, he was again taken 
up for returning from Tranſportation, the Circumſtances of 


which are as follows, as near as I can remember the Relation 
of the Affair, as one of the Gentlemen that had him ſecured, 
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One Day, in the Beginning of September, as Mr. Fuller and 


Mr. Beſt were going a Journey, Parſons -overtook them on urn. 


ham-Green ; as ſoon as they faw his Face they knew him, hav- 
ing ſeen him at Kochefter upon the — 
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not 


„ E . 
not at firſt Sight take any particular Notice of him, but when 
he came up to them with a ſneer- laughing Countenance, and 
kept hovering about them, they bid him keep his Diſtance, 
for they did not like him. And his Appearance naturally oc- 
caſioned ſome Reflections on the ill Uſe made of the Lenity and 
Mercy of the Government. Parſons rode on through Breniford, 
and they followed, going on their Journey: After they had 
paſs'd Brentford, and were come to the broad Way before you 
come to Hounſlow Town, Parſons loiter d till they came up with 
| him, and he paſs'd by them on Mr. Fuller's Side of the Chair, 
looking at him with a very malignant Aſpect ; and {6 he dogg'd 
them — before, and ſometimes behind them, or on one 
Side, which was enough to raiſe ſome Thoughts of Danger in 
the Gentlemen's Minds, eſpecially as they knew the Man. And 
the laſt Time he ſtopp'd to let them come up with him, a Per- 
ſon on Horſeback appeared in the Road, which might prevent 
perhaps, his Attempts, if he had any Deſign, as his Behaviour 
© ve Koom:to faldbeh he hal. SEES 
When they had drove up into the Middle of the Town, and 
18 ſaw Par/ons, Mr. Beſ firſt jump'd down from the Chaiſe, as did 
Mr. Fuller ſoon. after, both inſiſting upon his ſurrendering im- 
mediately, or they would raiſe the Town upon him. n 
which Parſons alighted from his Horſe, and in a ſubmiſſive, 
ſupplicating Manner, begg'd Mercy, and to ſpeak with them 
in Private, They then took him into a Room, and he delivered 
op Piftol, loaded and primed, to each one, in a very com- 
plaiſant Manner. Mr. Day, the Maſter of the Roſe and Crown, 
at Hounſlow, obſerv'd that Parſons in every Reſpect anſwered 
the Deſcription of a Perſon that robb'd on that Road, at that 
Time, almoſt every Night. Upon which the Gentlemen agreed, 
"twas not proper to let him go for the Sake of the Publick, and 
| ſent for a Conſtable, who came, and upon ſearching his Pockets, 
found a Horn of Gunpowder and ſome Balls: Nor can the moſt 
prejudiced in his Favour do W WE but commend the _ 
LE. 3 ution 
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( 14) „ 
lution that prevented ſuch a Man from being at Liberty, leſt 
more Miſchiefs ſhould be done by him. . 

He was accordingly carried before a Juſtice of Peace, where 
after being baulk'd in the Attempt he made to ſnatch the Piſtols 
out of the Perſon's Hand, who had the Care of them before the 
Juſtice, he begg'd very hard for Mercy, and pleaded his Fa- 
mily, &. as he did in all Caſes of Danger; but the Juſtice 
thought proper to commit him to Newgate, and he was brought 
up in a Coach. His Behaviour ſince in Newgate 1s not to be 
ſpoken well of in all Reſpe&s ; but his general Behaviour would 
engage any one to think favourably of him, till ſuch Time as 
they thoroughly knew him. The Gentlemen. that took him, 
out of Regard to the Family, did not chuſe to be haſty in the 
Proſecution of him; but as publick Juſtice requir'd it, they have 
now done it to the general Satisfaction of the World, Had he 
lived ever ſo long, he had been the ſame Man, always deceiving 
himſelf with Thoughts of deceiving the whole World. | 

Parſons acknowledg'd that he has been guilty of many thon- 
ſand Extravagances ; tho like frail, weak Man, he is not wil- 
ling to take the Blame entirely to himſelf, but would ſhift off 
Part of the Weight of his Crimes, by endeavouring to lay ſome 
of the Blame on others. And therefore ſays, in a Paper he him- 
ſelf wrote, © That he pleads it not as an Excuſe, - but what is 
cc abſolutely Fact, that Neceſſity and the Neglect of his Rela- 
ce tions (tho to be ſure, he ſays, he has deſerved their Frowns) 
cc obliged him to commit almoſt every ill Act of his Life, con- 
ce trary to his natural Inclinations; for I ever had, ſays he, the | 
© utmoſt Remorſe and Shock on me when doing ill: But ſtarve 
ce I could not, to beg I was aſhamed. He goes on in the ſame 
e Paper to ſay, that his Sentiments were, and are to this Mo- 
ce ment, jaſt and honourable ; but Gaming has been chiefly his 
* fatal Ruin.“ Now how far the Publick will rely on this De- 
claration in Regard to his Sentiments, I muſt leave entirely to 


them to judge. LEE, 
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and WIr E, before he was tranſported, found 


upon him when re: taken at Hounſow. 
| i] 5 1 Wood-Sircet C ompter Aug. 27. 1748. 
. : 


E, ARS R ſo profligate and infamous a Life as I have led, I 
0 hardly dare to 3 to Paper to intercede with you 


© for Forgiveneſs; but by being ſincerely penitent of my many 
© and enormous Crimes, which Iam, from the Bottom of my 
Heart, I hope to obtain Pardon of my Heavenly Father in the 


World to come; ſo by the ſame Repentance here on Earth, 1 


© hope to obtain Forgiveneſs of my terreſtrial Parent (and my 
© muck injured Wife.) Certain it is, I am undeſerving of the 
© minuteſt Charity from any of my Relations, and in a more 
© eſpecial Manner from you, whom J have fo greatly and fo 
© oft offended. Notwithſtanding my paſt miſpent Life, your 
© Goodneſs is ſo manifeſt to me in the Letter and Support you 
_ © ſent me by M. B——, that, during the ſhort time the Law 
© allows mean this World, (through a long and ſevere Impriſon- 
© ment) I ſhall, in the moſt grateful and humbleſt Manner, be 
; truly 12 for your Tenderneſs and Compaſſion towards 
M6 EEE: to 0, | „ 


FLO Eh % 
No bereioſore a Profligate) 
Now your ſincerely penitent, 
And unhappy Son, | 3 
. er, ññ?ññ 
. I beg Forgiveneſs of my much injured Wife and Bro- 
_ © ther, and humbly beg their Prayers to obtain Pardon for me 
© 1n the World to come.” a „%%% Lon 
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COPY of two LETTERS ſent to his FAT 
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To my much injured Wife. 
| 1 8 W ood-Sirret Cc ompter, Aug. 29, T 748, 
1 Adi but heretofore been as — ſenſible of my 


© L 4 profligate and miſpent Life as now, 
© dated a Letter to you from this diſmal Place. The Reflections 


_ ©-which.I now make on my pu Crimes make me in a Manner 
urbs 


© diſtracted, and none diſturbs my Peace of Mind more than 
©. the Barbarities and unſpeakable Injurics you have undeſervedly> 
© met with from me; 1 am, believe me, as ſincerely pevitent- 
© for my ill Uſage towards you, and for all my many and enor- 
© mous Crimes, as it is poſſible for mortal Man to be; by which» 
_ ©. Repentance I hope to obtain Mercy in the World to come, 
© and Forgiveneſs on Earth from \ Fan. vas once eſteemed b 
ou as a ſincerely affectionate Huſhand, and now beg you 4 5 
© look on me, during the ſhort Time I have to live, to be, as- 
/ ¼ . ͤ 
Jay Your ſincerely penitent Huſband, 


* 
* 


WILLIAM PARSONS., 


„ I beg you will mention me to my Father and Brother, 
© and I moſt earneſtly beg your and their Prayers to obtam 
© Forgiveneſs for me in the World to come. 1 


© be happy when J am no more. 


LY 2 * 3 
* 


N. B. If a certain independent Teacher, or am one elſe imends | 


to print a Life of Parſons wrote by himſelf, take Care leſt bg has 


impoſed Fan your Credulity, as he has done to all that had any 


thing to 
7 


with him, 


need not have 


„ 


— 


pe you will 


